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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO THE MAST BATTLE 
 

The Strawberry Lane Community has been fighting the installation of masts to their area since the late 
1990’s; a battle of almost 17 years to date. A previous fight against Vodacom was won in 2011. 

Despite the community objecting to the proposed Dalham Road base station, Council eventually 
approved the building plans for the mast. 

Mrs Angela Schofield owns the property on which the mast is being built. Mrs Schofield has ignored a 
number of pleas from neighbours to not rent the site to MTN and has even turned down an offer to 
purchase the site by a neighbour.  

We believe that the plans passed by the Municipality were not in accordance with the LUPO approval 
and are for a temporary structure only. 

Construction began in August 2014 and the Marshall family (who live adjacent) applied for an urgent 
court Interdict. Before the court date, the MTN lawyer responded with an undertaking to cease 
construction work and rehabilitate the site as the construction work was in contravention of the 
Municipality's LUPO Approval. 

Last week MTN resumed construction at an accelerated pace with work taking place outside accepted 
working hours and over the weekend. Again, an Urgent Court Interdict was sought by the Marshall 
family to cease construction work altogether. We believe that MTN has reneged on the undertaking that 
their attorneys have provided. 

On the 13th of November 2014 Judge Allie did not grant an Urgent Interdict, but granted a review of the 
City of Cape Town's building plan approval. This review process may take many months and in the 
interim the tower can be completed and switched on.  

The current tower is below the 15m height required for an EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
and public participation. The City of Cape Town’s draft policy of August 2014 makes provision for the 
cell companies to co-locate, increase the height up to 20 meters and add additional aerials and capacity 
without following a full EIA process.  

Once the tower is up, the cellular operators will effectively be able to ramp up the radiation levels 
without any community comment allowed. The tower could also be shared with Vodacom and Cell C, 
adding even more aerials, bandwidth and radiation. 

 


