
Constantia residents oppose cellphone mast  

Blowing vuvuzelas, holding aloft a bright yellow and black poster, and chanting their 
disgust, concerned Constantia residents left no one in any doubt yesterday when they 
marched from Spaanschemat River Road to prevent the erection of a new cellphone mast 
in their neighbourhood. 

Activist group Ermsa in front of the new cellphone mast in the Strawberry Lane area of 
Constantia. 

About 90 residents joined the march to Dalham Road, where the MTN cell mast stands, 
disguised with false foliage to resemble a pine tree. 

The march was organised by Electromagnetic Radiation South Africa ( Ermsa), an 
organisation campaigning against cellphone masts in the area, and which said it would be 
willing to do so elsewhere too. 

Ermsa organiser Matthew Quinton told Weekend Argus it was puzzling that the structure 
could be forced on neighbourhood. 

"This is the next step to Big Brotherism. What next, drones? We understand that no mast 
means no cell reception, but this is our neighbourhood," he complained. 

The mast was erected on November 12 in a residential garden in the Strawberry Lane 
area. It is apparently 22m from the bedroom of the closest neighbour, and around 50m 
from the bedrooms of neighbourhood children. 

"We won't stop until it goes down. This mast is smaller than apartheid, and that didn't end 
well. Neighbourhoods can choose not to have bottle stores, and no one questions them 
about their beliefs," Quinton said. 



Ermsa claims in its memorandum that the mast was imposed on the community, 

their against the will of residents, that these masts could cause harm, and that the 
community believes it "can choose to have less cellular phone reception if there are no 
safer alternatives". 

"This community should not have to justify these beliefs," the memorandum continues. 

Quinton said only four homes in the area wanted the mast. Ermsa is on a campaign to 
collect thousands of signatures against it. As a sufferer of electromagnetic sensitivity, 
Quinton said he moved to the area for its lack of masts. 

Previously, Vodacom attempted to erect a cellphone tower at a Bible college in the area, 
but was thwarted by a community petition. 

Hannerie Dales, a mother of two who lives very close to the new mast, said she would "err 
on the side of caution". 

"We moved in four months ago and we voted no before (for cellphone masts). 

"This area doesn't have street lights but there is a mast." 

Nicola Marshall, who lives in the same road as the new mast, said she knew it was going 
up. "It's low so they didn't need to canvass for approval," she said. 

She was concerned about a possible impact on her property value. 

"For us it is about the devaluing of our property, if I ever decide to sell it. It's about having a 
choice. We choose fibre optic (communication). The majority of our residents would 
choose fibre optics," Marshall said. 

One protester even donned a gas mask as marchers chanted "take it down" around the 
new mast. The messages on their placards included "Too close for comfort", "Ask us first" 
and "No to the mast". 

"We will not stop until that thing is down," Quinton declared, pointing to the mast. 

The protesters left their bright yellow posters in the road leading to the mast as they finally 
dispersed. 
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